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[for disbelief] after it has come to him – then indeed, AllŒh is 
severe in penalty.

212. Beautified for those who disbelieve is the life of this world, 
and they ridicule those who believe.  But those who fear AllŒh
are above them on the Day of Resurrection.  And AllŒh gives 
provision to whom He wills without account.

213. Mankind was [of] one religion [before their deviation]; then 
AllŒh sent the prophets as bringers of good tidings and warners 
and sent down with them the Scripture in truth to judge 
between the people concerning that in which they differed.  
And none differed over it [i.e., the Scripture] except those 
who were given it – after the clear proofs came to them – out 
of jealous animosity among themselves.  And AllŒh guided
those who believed to the truth concerning that over which they
had differed, by His permission.  And AllŒh guides whom He 
wills to a straight path.

214. Or do you think that you will enter Paradise while such [trial] 
has not yet come to you as came to those who passed on 
before you?  They were touched by poverty and hardship and 
were shaken until [even their] messenger and those who 
believed with him said, "When i s  the help of AllŒh?"  
Unquestionably, the help of AllŒh is near.

215. They ask you, [O Muúammad], what they should spend.  Say, 
"Whatever you spend of good i s  [to be] for parents and 
relatives and orphans and the needy and the traveler.  And 
whatever you do of good – indeed, AllŒh is Knowing of it."

216. Fighting has been enjoined upon you while it is hateful to you.  
But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and 
perhaps you love a thing and it is bad for you.  And AllŒh 
knows, while you know not.

217. They ask you about the sacred month67 – about fighting 
therein.  Say, "Fighting therein is great [sin], but averting 

                                               
67See footnote to 2:194.
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[people] from the way of AllŒh and disbelief in Him and 
[preventing access to] al-Masjid al-îarŒm and the expulsion 
of its people therefrom are greater [evil] in the sight of AllŒh.  
And fitnah68 is greater than killing."  And they will continue to 
fight you until they turn you back from your religion if they 
are able.  And whoever of you reverts from his religion [to 
disbelief] and dies while he is a disbeliever – for those, their 
deeds have become worthless in this world and the Hereafter, 
and those are the companions of the Fire; they will abide 
therein eternally.

218. Indeed, those who have believed and those who have emigrated
and fought in the cause of AllŒh – those expect the mercy of 
AllŒh.  And AllŒh is Forgiving and Merciful.

219. They ask you about wine69 and gambling.  Say, "In them is 
great sin and [yet, some] benefit for people.  But their sin is 
greater than their benefit."  And they ask you what they should
spend.  Say, "The excess [beyond needs]."  Thus AllŒh makes 
clear to you the verses [of revelation] that you might give thought

220. To this world and the Hereafter.  And they ask you about 
orphans.  Say, "Improvement for them is best.  And if you mix
your affairs with theirs – they are your brothers.  And AllŒh
knows the corrupter from the amender.  And if AllŒh had willed, 
He could have put you in difficulty.  Indeed, AllŒh is Exalted 
in Might and Wise."

221. And do not marry polytheistic women until they believe.70  
And a believing slave woman is better than a polytheist, even 
though she might please you.  And do not marry polytheistic 
men [to your women] until they believe.  And a believing slave
is better than a polytheist, even though he might please you.  
Those invite [you] to the Fire, but AllŒh invites to Paradise 
and to forgiveness, by His permission.  And He makes clear 

                                               
68See footnote to 2:193.
69The word "khamr" (wine) includes all intoxicants.  The final prohibition is 

given in 5:90-91.
70i.e., worship and obey AllŒh alone.




